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own beloved son, Ishmael, whom, when he was about to kill, was
desisted from so doing by the Almighty Creator, who asked him to
replace the son by a goat, which he slaughtered there and then. This,
Mohammedanism says, was with the object of testing Abraham's
obedience to God, who, seeing the trial so fully realised, pronounced
him to be a truly obedient slave and friend of His, and, to perpetuate
whose sacrifice, declared the same lawful for all Mussulmans having
means and might of keeping and cherishing it. The Zduzzoha is, in
a plainer expression, the time of the visit to Mecca, which visit is
termed Hujj, or pilgrimage, and which is annually done by millions of
pilgrims who repair thereto and make that Hujj on the 9th of Zikad,
i. e.j one day previous to this day of sacrifice, which this year (1891)
and the last year (1890) fell respectively on the 29th and the 18th July.
This Hujj is obligatory wholly for men of substance and means, and
is one of the very virtuous actions of goad Mussulmans. (See the
preceding chapter). In fine, what Christmas is to Christians so this
Bakurid is to Mohammedans; and hence, in non-Islamitic circles,
it generally goes by the name of " Moslem Christmas."